ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

(Text Version of Letter in DA File)

CENTRAL SYDNEY AREA HEALTH SERVICE

72-78 Susan Street, Camperdown NSW 2050

Telephone 02 9515 8041
Fax: 02 9515 5007

21st April 2005

Mr Giovanni Cirillo

Manager Planning Assessment 

City of Sydney Council

GPO Box 1591 SYDNEY NSW 2001

Attention: Christine Edney,

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: Development application for 120-122 Lawson Street Redfern NSW 2016 File no: D/2001/520

Thank you for your facsimile of 20th April regarding this application. Please accept my apologies for the omission of contact details for the corporation. Whilst the Health Administration Corporation (HAC) are the registered owners of the property, the building works and management of the site will be handled by Sydney South West Area Heath Service (SSWAHS), hence the contacts of Graeme Loy and myself.

The contact at HAC is Dennis Jenner (as signatory). His telephone number is 9391 9152, fax number: 9391 9522.

In answer to your further requests for information:

1.
The intended use of this community health facility has a primary purpose of strengthening the health system in Redfern. It is proposed that a range of preventative health and treatment services to address the wide ranging health issues of the community is provided. It will also facilitate improved access to mainstream health services not provided within the community. It is anticipated that available services will include Sexual Health, Drug Health, Mental Health, Sexual Assault, Perinatal and Family Health, HIV/AIDS and Community Health. Sterile needle and syringe distribution as well as overdose response management will form a small component of the broad range of health services provided from this community health facility. Please find attached a more detailed description of the intended use by SSWAHS of this site.

2. The epidemiological information we have of this area indicates the majority of our clientele will he from the immediate vicinity. The majority of these will constitute an increase in pedestrian traffic hut have little impact upon vehicular traffic. Those clients travelling to the clinic will, in the main, be using public transport. Staff parking and waste disposal/removal is available in the garage area at the rear of the property. The decision to remove the awning and include the installation of doorways and windows to the facade was to improve access for clients and to replicate the streetscape in keeping with the current facades of surrounding properties. However, if council would prefer retention of the awning and the roller shutters to the facade, we are happy to comply.

3. Information obtained at the time of purchase indicated the building is zoned 2 B residential, allowing its use as a community health facility. Our information is that the building has been used as a private residence for a number of years, however we are unable to confirm this to you. Nor are we aware of previous unauthorised uses.

I trust this information is sufficient to allow the application to proceed. If you require any further clarification please let me know.

Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Anthony Kenny

Director Engineering Services

Sydney South West Area Health Service
Sydney South West Area Health Service

Drug Health Services

Redfern Community Health Facility

Service Objective

The objective of the facility is to improve the health of the community by: 

•
Increasing access to mainstream health care services

•
preventing avoidable Infections

•
detecting and treating presenting ailments

Targeted population

The general community including: 

•
women and children 

•
people with mental health issues

•
people with drug and alcohol dependence

Operational Hours

•
Service operates 7 days a week with reduced hours on weekends 

•
Hours of operation Include: Monday-Friday Sam -5pm; and Weekends (including public holidays) 12pm -4pm

Staffing

•
Staffing numbers:5 to 8 professionals, including medical, nursing, social work and allied healthcare disciplines

Services provided

•
Intake and assessment

•
Counseling and health education

•
Case management and shared care coordination with local GPs

•
General health assessments and check-ups

•
Diagnosis, early treatment and ongoing care of primary and secondary infections

•
Provision of health protection resources (such as sterile Injecting equipment)

Health service components

•
Mental Health services including assessment, brief Interventions and referral,

•
Perinatal and Family Drug Health Services.

•
Sexual Health services such as assessment, counselling, prevention resources end referral,

•
Drug Health services including assessment, case management, counselling, shared care outpatient 
detoxification, prevention resources, overdose response, and arranged referral to drug treatment programs and
 MERIT.

Security

•
Building alarm system with duress alarm system in each clinical area 

•
Implementation of Critical Incident Positive Outcome (CIPO) training for all staff

•
Established workplace policies and procedures relating to security 

•
Ongoing working relationship with Redfern Police

•
Open-planned design, including well-signed entry and exits

Occupational Health and Safety

•
Contaminated waste management procedures developed in line with SSWAHS waste management policies

•
Established workplace policies and procedures addressing issues of safe work practices, including infection 
control, critical incident response and reporting, staff training and clinical supervision

Consultation

Within the past 12 months, there have been a range of consultations regarding health issues in Redfern. This has included:

•
The Human Services Review, coordinated by the NSW Premier's Department

•
The NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Redfern/Waterloo

•
The Lord Mayor of Sydney held a public forum in Redfern regarding community health and safety issues

The NSW Government will be coordinating further community consultation to receive input and feedback from community members on the new community health facility.
