10 May 2006


Summary of Issues of Concern for Residents of the Macdonaldtown Stabling Yards area

Overview

Approval has been granted for the Macdonaldtown Stabling Project. TIDC has awarded Leighton Contractors the contract to design and construct the facility and work started April 10. 

More than 130 submissions and effective pressure from residents resulted in more mitigation measures being included in the project. 

The major aim for residents now is to continue pressure on relevant bodies to ensure that negative impacts of construction and operation of the Macdonaldtown Stabling Facility are mitigated as much as possible.  This includes ensuring that promised mitigation measures are delivered satisfactorily and that newly proposed measures are properly considered for implementation. 
Initial reaction to the decision
The overwhelming majority of residents are disappointed that this facility is going ahead. The initial reaction can be summarised in this statement made to the Inner West Courier:

As TIDC was both prosecutor and judge, residents feel the approval was a foregone conclusion.  The REF process allowed no submissions as to whether or not this facility should be built in Erskineville, only how it should be built. 

The Submission Report admits the Macdonaldtown stabling facility will have a “unique setting in close proximity to a residential area”. It concludes “the proposed design changes are expected to lead to either no change or a minor reduction in the level of environmental effect”.  

We are amazed at the lack of conscience shown by the State Government in insisting this massive industrial facility is built within a heavily populated residential area, while it has let purpose-built inner city rail infrastructure run down.

It continues to maintain the facility will not have a significant impact on our environment and ignore calls from residents and opposition MPs for a full Environmental Impact Statement.  

The fact is forcing a 24 hour train yard and base for 10 trains on Erskineville will be hugely detrimental for those of us living here.

We do support efforts to fix the rail system but not at such a dramatic cost to one neighbourhood. The burden should be shared.
Key changes to the project include 

· Construction of a 30m partial enclosure over the western (Burren St) end of the stabling facility.  This will reduce stabled train noise by only 1dBA but contribute to considerable reduction in horn and brake testing noise.
· Introduction of a low-noise horn test mode. This will substantially reduce horn noise (superior to full enclosure). Note: conditional upon modification to fleet.
· Introduction of an alternative train movement warning system (ground signals r/t horns). 
· 0.8m increase of noise wall height along Leamington Lane to 3.8m (5m+ was considered necessary but rejected due to environmental impacts and constructability issues). 
· Relocation of staff car parking away from the Burren Street site entrance. 
· Amended secondary traffic route utilising Golden Grove, Wilson and Burren Streets. 
· Additional landscaping to improve visual screening of the site. Awaiting visuals. 
What Can Residents Do Now?

The best thing for residents to do now is to monitor construction, complain about breaches, and put forth any ideas for mitigating the effects of construction and operation by:

· Making complaints whenever breaches of construction occur (phone numbers below)

· Ensuring your Community Liaison Group Representatives know your concerns and ideas, so they can raise at the Community Liaison Group. (contacts below)
Summary of Mitigation Issues for Monitoring / Lobbying

Issues that have been raised by residents
· Noise mitigation on the new temporary road and existing entrance early in construction
· Temporary noise walls between the construction zone and the community

· Visual block on the new temporary road and existing entrance

· Preventative mitigation: Double glazing & air-con and/or more landscaping noise/visual screening
· Damage during construction (vibration cracks etc) to be monitored and fixed
· Work hours and activity outside of hours to be monitored
· Monitoring of compliance with construction guidelines. Contact and procedure, incl escalation of grievance
· Adequate soundproofing of the roof and noise walls
· Lower horn levels have been promised – ensure this happens
· Brake noise mitigation
· Need independent verification processes to determine that the construction team is meeting the requirements – i.e. not self regulatory.
· Need adequate staffing of the TIDC phone lines
· Coordination of Railcorp rail possession work and TIDC project construction 
· Parking in Burren St – ensure not used for construction or during operation. 
· Ensuring construction time does not blow out.

Suggestions from community members

· TIDC should provide resources to distribute information back to community from CLG including construction rules and updates, contacts in the event of breaches, results of CLG meetings - rather than relying on CLG or other community members to do so. 

· TIDC to pay for any hire of hall and associated costs for community meetings held by the CLG 

· Sign to be erected to remind contractors on site “Be quiet at night – if concerned please contact ….”

· Creation of letter for local residents to be able to show contractors who are in breach of the rules, noting that fines can apply. Letter should be legally sound.

· Leightons to create ‘Rules of site’ for their subcontractors which carries consistent message for rules about the site works.

· CLG to request a copy of Leightons existing ‘Rules of site’ to verify if it matches all requirements.

· Subcontractors to be formally inducted and sign agreements to adhere to the ‘Rules of site’

· Use of potted mature plants along hoarding to reduce dust from construction and entrance road. They could be placed away from the truck entrance to ensure that drivers’ views are not obscured.

· Request for tarring / watering of roads to reduce dust.

· CLG to request to see the log of resident’s complaints

Goals that are priorities for residents
1. 
Effective noise/visual screening from early construction – temp road and existing entrance 

2. 
Enforced penalties for breach of construction guidelines

3. 
Double glazing/aircon to noise-affected homes
4. 
Adequate sound proofing of Stabling Facility roof/walls
5.  Ensuring engineering development required to achieve low-noise horns actually occurs.
Further to meeting Colin Coakley (Railcorp) advised Gaynor Stanley they are still working out how to do this, in tandem with construction, and that it is a term of approval that they are actually delivered. Measure is specifically for Macdonaldtown site. Achievement potentially involves retrofitting RailCorp’s entire fleet.
6.  More landscaping to be included in plan and for affected homes to reduce dust, visual impact and noise. 

7. 
Signage for sub-contractors and construction staff re noise restrictions to be posted by TIDC and Leighton at all entrance points (similar size to signage that is there now). 

8. Community must be shown the visuals/plans for how the constructions will now look (via TIDC website?).

Further to meeting GS has spoken to Colin Coakley and Alice Pryke (Leightons) requesting these for first CLG meeting 30.5.06. AP says revised artist’s impression and landscaping sketches are currently being prepared – reluctant to provide these to community until they are as accurate as possible. New height of building with roof is approx 7.7 metres.  
Contacts  Construction Issues 
TIDC 24 hour Construction Response line: 1800 775 465 (general project info 1800 684 490)

Railcorp Macdonaldtown Precinct Manager Colin Coakley: 9224 4051 or 0438 606 169
Leighton Community Relations Manager Alice Pryke: 8198 5102 or 9414 3222
City of Sydney Council – traffic route compliance/law enforcement unit: 9288 5167 (note regos/time)
Department of Environment and Conservation: 131 555
