
 

Celebration of Life  

 
 
 

Ross Leslie Smith 
July 31, 1941 ÿ October 4, 2016  

DǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ /ƭǳō wŜŘŦŜǊƴ όƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ wŜŘŦŜǊƴ 
ǎǘŀǝƻƴύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭǳƴŎƘΣ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ  ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ Lƴ ƭƛŜǳ ƻŦ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ           
²ŀǘŜǊƭƻƻ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘΣ ŀǳǎǇƛŎŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǳƴǘŜǊǇƻƛƴǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
LƴŎΦ !ƭƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ  ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǝƭƛǎŜŘ  ōȅ ²ŀǘŜǊƭƻƻ b!. ƛƴ 
ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜκǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘŜƴŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ  CƻǊ     
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aƛƪŜ ƻǊ [ŀǳǊŀ ƻƴ фсфу фрсф ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛƴŦƻϪŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇƻƛƴǘŎǎΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ  

 

 

Order of Service  

 

Prelude Song and Photographic Tribute  

òVaya Con Diosó  
 

Opening Remarks  

Michael Shreenan   
 

Acknowledgment of Country  

Auntie Millie (Millie Ingram)  
 

RedWater Montage Volunteer Story  

reading by Simon Shabshay 
 

Ross Smith ôTour of Beauty 2016õ Video   

Clare Lewis  
 

Personal Remarks  

Jose Perez, Tanya Plibersek, Brett Louat, Michael Modder 
 

Song dedication by REDWatch  

òAcross the Western Suburbsó  
 

Personal Remarks  

Diana Whitworth, Rozita Dei Leoni, Katherine Johnston, Bill Yan  
 

Minute Silence and  Final Dedication   

òWe Are The Championsó  
 

Closing Remarks  

REV Dorothy McRae-McMahon  

A life spent in service to the community  -  Garry Mallard 
 

The public housing sector mourns the loss of one of its most colourful characters, long-time Waterloo 
resident, advocate and activist.  Ross passed away unexpectedly while on Waterloo Green in the 

heart of the community he loved so much. He had been running one of the many regular errands his 
community depended upon and appears to have passed away relatively peacefully.  He was 

relentless in his pursuit of fair treatment for social housing tenants and worked tirelessly to give 
meaning to often cynical Tenant Participation processes.  Rossô capacity to analyse and risk access 
policy on the run and in every detail was formidable.  His powers of recall and his intimate knowledge 

of social housing history were matched by few. 
 

Sometimes abrasive and often misjudged, Rossô commitment to his community was completely 
selfless and his many acts of compassion in support of the elderly and disadvantaged of his 

community have been too long overlooked by those who saw only the fierce and uncompromising 
advocate. Few have given more time and effort to the affordable housing sector and with such 

passion as Ross and his death is an incalculable loss to grass roots activism.  
Ross will be missed by community members, friends, colleagues and adversaries alike, who will draw 

some  solace from the certain knowledge that any issues the residents of the afterlife may be 
experiencing right now, will be well and truly sorted by the time we arrive. 

 

Plenus annis abiit, plenus honoribus   
(He is gone from us, full of years and full of honours) 



 

wƻǎǎ 

!ǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀ  
ƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ 
! ǘŀƭƭ Ƴŀƴ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ǳǇΣ ŬǩƴƎ  
ƭƻƴƎ ƭƛƳōǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ 
 
[ŀǘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƘŜ ƻƊŜƴ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ  
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ²ŀǘŜǊƭƻƻ DǊŜŜƴ  
ŀǎ Ƴȅ ŘƻƎ ŎŀƳŜ Řƻǿƴ 
 ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƛŎǘǳǊƛǝƻƴΦ 
ΨIŜƭƭƻΩΣ ƘŜΩŘ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ¢ƛƳŜ  
ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ  
ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƘŜǊ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΩΦ  
 
aƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳǎȅ  
ǿƛǘƘ ƻŘŘ ƧƻōǎΣ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ  
ŀōƻǳǘ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ǇŀǘƘǎΣ  
ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŦŜƴŎŜǎΣ  
ŘŜŎŀȅ ǎǇƻǳǝƴƎΣ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ  
ǘǊŜŜǎ ƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΣ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎΣ  
Ŝǉǳƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǿŀƭƪ-ǳǇǎΣ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ  
ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ {ȅŘƴŜȅ IŜǊŀƭŘΤ  
ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ Ƴŀƴ ŬƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  
 
IŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊŜ ŀ Ǉƻƭƻ ǎƘƛǊǘΣ  
ŀ ōƭǳŜ ƻŦ ŦŀŘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅΣ  
ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƻƊŜƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǎŎŀǊƭŜǘ  
ƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ  
ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƎŜǊ  
ǇŀǿƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭΣ  
ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎƻ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ  
Ŏŀƴ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  
 
- /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊ  

 
w9±h[¦¢Lhb 
όCƻǊ wƻǎǎ {ƳƛǘƘύ 
 
²Ŝ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǳǎ 
aŀƴȅ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ 
LŘŜƴǝǘȅ ǇƻƭƛǝŎǎΣ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
 

IŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳ 
¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛǊƛǳƳ  
aŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ 
¢ƻ ǊŜƎŀƛƴ ŜǉǳƛƭƛōǊƛǳƳ  
 

wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ 
 

²Ŝ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǳǎ 
wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ōȅ {ŀƛƴǘ aŀȄƛƳǳǎ 
!ōƻǳǘ ŀ ǝƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ 
ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ 
 

wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ  
 

IŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳ 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛǊƛǳƳ 
/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ - 
ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƻǊΣ ǊŜƴŜƎŀŘŜ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳ  
 

wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ  
 

/ƘŜǊǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ 
! ŎƻũŜŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƳ 
! ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳΣ 
aŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
²Ŝ ƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΣ  
!ƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳ 
 

wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ  
 
- !ƴŘǊŜǿ /ƻƭƭƛǎ  

 


