Inner City Domestic Violence Action Group Minutes – 20th April 2005 
Present

Lucy Turnbull – Redfern Waterloo Authority Board Member

Matina Mottee - RUPSpecialist – 97458448

Jan Leach – SSCA Multi-cultural neighbourhood centre – 93194073

Sally Freedman – Central Scarba Service – 93103788

SEma Ebvil – Wallamulla Family Support

Sera Pinwill – Wallamulla Family Support.

Nadia David – DVLO Redfern Police – 83035360

Andrea Bull – Centrelink SW student

Dixie Gordon – Redfern Legal Centre

Susan Smith – Redfern Legal Centre

Melissa Burgess – The Factory Community Centre 96989569

Denise Psaila – Barnados

Amelia Harris – Barnados

Gloria Clarke – Mudgin-gal

Yatungka Gordon – Mudgin-gal

Lucy Falcocchio – Work Ventures Redfern 96994422

Apologies – Sharon Maza – Barnardos, The SHOP

Welcome to Lucy Turnbull from Redfern Waterloo authority.

Issue of lack of long term counselling services for DV victims in Inner City Area.
· Jan Leach (SSCA) informed the meeting that there was no long term counselling services in the inner city area.

· It is a concern as it has been this way for over a decade.

· Jan used to work as DV counsellor at The Deli at Eastlakes and all Inner City referrals went to Deli.

· Services such as Barnados and The Shop, offer crisis intervention but no long term counselling.

· Sth Sydney Community Aid (SSCA) has received a small grant from council funding and is running an art therapy group for victims that have proven to be very successful. They have over 30 women wanting to join this group. However referrals are not coming in from all services e.g. police, health, local services.

· Ross Bennett from DoCS stated that SSCA could not put DV in their specifications.

· Barnardo’s funded for DV however no long term counselling or specific DV program.

· Wallamulla rang Docs and asked for group, told there was none so just started a group due to lack of services for clients

· Matina verified that services for women in Sydney were very limited and that there was no long term counselling in area.

· DoCS and Health need to be accountable for lack of long term services. Funding is needed.

· The cycle of violence needs to be broken and this needs to be done therapeutically.

· Community Centre would not be appropriate venue for a DV service due to stigma.

· Front building of Redfern School or Court House Building discussed as potential venues.

Concerns about Morgan Disney report expressed

No one understanding what the “amalgamation of services” means.

Don’t understand how it is going to happen?

Lucy Turnbull stated that there will be a review of Human Services in the area.
A reference committee will be set up to look at local services and the outcome will be part of the Redfern-Waterloo plan.

The aim is to improve services not eliminate them.

Lucy encouraged that something be put in writing about the lack of DV counselling for victims and given to the RWPP.
Matina concerned as she has a lot of information to offer and is not linked in to any of the information about the RWPP.
Group feeling out of the loop.

Letter to Redfern Waterloo Partnership Project

Sub-committee volunteers – Matina, Jan, Nadia, Factory

Will meet Tuesday 26th April at 11am (anyone welcome) 

Will email letter out to other group members for approval.

Police Approach to DV

Nadia (DVLO) is currently looking at police approach to DV in local area.
Approx 50 incidents/month, 30 of these are offender victim pairs.

Would like police to be more supportive of victims.

DV action plan – victim follow up and victim referral.

Presently the process is that all DV victims are referred to Nadia.

Nadia is conducting a quality review.

VFU- should be done within 7 days according to legislation.

Nadia explaining AVOS, giving yellow cards to victims ( for consent to refer) 
Burwood, Campsie LAC – yellow cards working well.

Other LAC’s have other services doing the follow up e.g. court assistance scheme, Sydney woman’s counselling service.

Nadia – giving DV telephone line as first point of referral, then sending info packs.

Taking on the role of other services due to lack of services in the area e.g. victims calling Nadia to talk about fear and anxieties etc.

Group thanked and congratulated Nadia on her hard work and dedication to the role. 

Decided to write a letter to her commander and the commissioner. 

Black Out Violence
Began from Enough is Enough  which resulted in the 2 biggest dealers leaving the block.

Have requested funds from DoCS this year. $10000
Very successful event last year. Other aboriginal communities want to hold similar events.

Interest has been International and the day has won awards.

Dept of Aboriginal Affairs has given Mudgin-gal $3000 to write the event up as a package.

2005 event, planned for long weekend in October at Redfern Oval and Henson Park.

30th April – presentation at South Sydney Leagues Club. 
Issue of attendance at DV meetings
Once again concerns were expressed by group members that relevant people are not represented at the meetings so information does not get spread out.
Budget
Group currently have $2720

This will go towards International Woman’s Day events and other one other event.

Shop did not put in submission for this years money so we lost out. 
Lucy Turnbull kindly donated the group funds for the year on behalf of RWPP.
DV Local Forum

16th June 10am – 2pm

Redfern town hall – venue booked. 

Jan will exhibit some of the artwork of DV clients.

Yatungka will try and involve some of the young girls she works with through Rosemount.

The girls want to write children’s books about issues of abuse in local language.

Auction of artworks
Try and get media involved.

Invite local agencies and community members.

Sub-committee – Yatungka, Matina, Dixie, Melissa, Jan, Kristen

Please contact these people with ideas, contacts etc

Redfern Court
Moved to Downing Centre

Legal Centre making roster for support workers from the group.

AVO Legislation

Defendants have to defend themselves.
They have the right to cross examine the witness.

This can become abusive in itself.

Laws have changed for sexual assault defendants but not DV.

Options – legal aid given money to represent defendants 

                  Affidavits of defendant’s evidence written instead.

· look at volunteer lawyers

The issue needs further discussion and exploration as defendants being represented may have ramifications for victim.

Next meeting

10.30am Thursday 19th May. 

